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The D.D. and the W. will prepare the Chamber according to Diagram A. They shall arrange for a table approximately 3’ X 6’ draped in black, the chalice presentation kit, a tray for the membership medallions, swords, and pillow(s) to be used for knighting. 
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The chairs shall remain the same as for the Formation Degree, i.e., in a horseshoe shape.

D. D. — ([image: image19.png]


 One rap.) Brothers, we are about to open this Council in the Knighting Degree. All persons not having received the honors of membership in the Knighting Degree shall please retire from the chamber. The doors shall now be closed and the G___s assume their stations. 

Worthy W___, do you vouch that all present are in possession of the current membership card of the Knighting Degree?

(W. approaches head table.) 
W. — Worthy D__ D__. (Salutes) I vouch that all present are in possession of a current membership card of the Knighting Degree. 

(Salutes D.D. and returns to his station.) 
D.D. — Brothers, let us invoke the Divine Blessing by repeating aloud the Lord's Prayer. 
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 Four raps. Chaplain leads the prayer.) 
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 Three raps. D.D. then leads Pledge of Allegiance or some other suitable display of loyalty to the respective country.) 

D.D. — Brothers, we shall now sing the Opening Ode. 

Opening Ode Music 

(At conclusion. [image: image9.png]


 One rap.) 

(If Knighting Degree follows the Formation on the same day, the Pledge of Allegiance and Opening Ode are omitted.)
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D.D. — Brothers, we shall now proceed to the exemplification of the Knighting Degree. We await the arrival of our C__ O__, Brother ______Council No. ______in ___________. Brother _________is (a) _________. 

(W. knocks on council chamber door.) 

I.G. — Who comes there? 

W. — The Worthy C___ O___, Brother  (name)  with his staff requests admission for the purpose of exemplifying the Knighting Degree. 

I.G. — Worthy D__ D__, the C__ O__ with his staff seeks admission. 
D.D. — Open and admit the worthy C__ O__ and his staff.

C.O. Entrance Music 
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 Three raps. The doors are opened. The W. leads the procession to music in the following order: W., visiting robed D. D. ’s, State Officers, and C. O. They line up in front of and parallel to the head table and salute the D. D.) 

D.D. — Worthy C__ O__, in the name of ________ Council No. _______, I bid you a hearty welcome. I assure you of the loyalty of this District to you and to all other superior officers of this Order and of our compliance with the Laws and Rules of the Order. District No. ___, assured of their zeal and worthiness, asks you to confer upon the candidates of Councils (Nos) ___, ___, ___, ___ the honors of the Knighting Degree and to advance them to full Knighthood in our Order. To you, sir, I resign the gavel. 

(CO. comes forward and receives gavel.) 

C.O. — Worthy D__ D__, your assurance of the loyalty and compliance of District No. to the Laws and Rules of the Order is but a confirmation of the unceasing devotion of its officers and members. We will gladly confer upon the candidates you present the favors you ask. 

(C. O. and other members of the staff? Salute D.D. and proceed to their respective places.  CO. gives [image: image13.png]


One rap. CO. then will introduce his staff’ and dignitaries to the members.)
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(The C. O., assisted if necessary, proceeds to present the medallions by saying: “Receive your membership medallion”.) 
 “Amazing Grace” (The C.O. and if necessary, based on class size, either the P.F. C. or D.D. assist in the presentations of the Membership Medallions) 

C.O. - And, finally, let me recommend that you attend the next degree scheduled in your area. Every time you witness a degree you will learn something new about the Order. And also, if you sign up a friend, which I trust you will do very soon, never let him go to a degree by himself. You should be there. Give him your support Let him know that you want him to be a part of our great Order. 

(Pause) 

My Brother Knights, let me ask you, do you feel that these candidates should be welcomed as Brothers in the Knighting Degree? What is your pleasure? (Members applaud.) 
Now, my Worthy Sirs, the time you have been waiting for has arrived. You have come to the end of your journey toward full Knighthood. You are ready to be knighted into the Knighting Degree of the Order of the K__ of C__. 
C.O. — Worthy W__. Prepare the candidates for knighting. 

 “How Great Thou Art” - (The W. commands ”right face” and leads the lineup to the CO. to soft music.) 

W. — Candidates, you will give your first name, then kneel on your right knee, and receive the stroke of Knighthood. (Clergy stand.) As you arise, the F__ S__ will present you with the current Knighting Degree membership card. After you show it to me, you may return to your seat. 

(The following officers have the authority for knighting newly advanced Knighting Degree Members: S.K., S.D., P.S.D., D.D., F.D.D. and C.O. Previously advanced sons, fathers or grandfathers are permitted to place their hand on the left shoulder of fathers, sons or grandsons during the Knighting Ceremony.) 

[Knighting Officer — “By the authority vested in me, I dub you a Knight of Columbus in the Knighting Degree. I bid you arise, Brother __________.”] 
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(He gives the candidate a stroke on the right shoulder with the sword when saying the word "dub."  

(When the last candidate has been knighted, the new Knights are seated.) 

C.O. — My Brother Knights to bring this ceremonial to a close and to impress upon us forever the importance and dignity of the Order of Knighthood to which we belong, let us listen to the message of Saint John Paul II to the Order and share in his Apostolic Blessing. Please stand. 
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 Three raps.
 (C. O. pauses, chamber lights are dimmed, and video is played, and quietly returns the gavel to the D.D.)
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Saint John Paul II — Dear friends, dear Knights of Columbus. I am happy to have this opportunity to send to you my prayerful best wishes. 

In so many ways for more than a century you have contributed in an exemplary manner to the life and mission of the Church. I assure you of the Church's deep admiration and gratitude. Such an outstanding record of faith, fraternity and service could not be possible without a constant effort to hear the word of God and to put it into practice. 

St. Paul says that it is God who in His good will toward you begets in you any measure of desire or achievement. For this reason, it is essential that you seek continually to renew yourselves spiritually, deepening your union of faith and love with Our Lord and Redeemer. An indispensable means of inner renewal and spiritual sustenance is the Holy Eucharist no matter what your state of life married, or single or widowed - and no matter what apostolic endeavors you seek to carry out in the Church. As the Second Vatican Council teaches in the decree of the apostolate of the laity, the sacraments, especially the most Holy Eucharist, communicate and nourish that charity which is the soul of the entire apostolate. 060
Dear Knights of Columbus, the Church today feels a particular urgency to 
emphasize the vocation and mission of the laity. That is precisely Why bishops 
give fresh encouragement and guidance to the ever increasing role of the laity; and so that part of Christ, the Church, may be constantly built up in unity and charity to the greater glory of God. 

The Knights of Columbus are an excellent example of the contribution which the laity can make by working together. The manner of good works that you perform yourselves are further multiplied by those which you inspire in others. In this way you are being faithful to a serious command when He said, "Your light must shine before men so that they may see goodness in your acts and give praise to your heavenly Father." 

May the Lord continue to bless and strengthen you in His service. May He fill you and your families with His joy and peace. To all of you I cordially impart my apostolic blessing 

D.D. — Let us pray. 

(The Chaplain, a priest or in their absence, the D.D., recites the Lord ’s Prayer.) 

D.D. — We shall now sing the closing ode.

      (The ode is sung.) 

D.D. — (Makes any announcements necessary, then. . .) Brothers, I now declare this meeting adjourned.
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